
 
Musical Ancestries: Australia Idea Board 

 
Start Here  
• Preview Radio Broadcast Story/Audio Recording, Script, and/or Prezi of educational resources 
Children’s Radio Story/Audio Recording  
• Play all or part of the Musical Ancestries: Australia Story/Audio Recording for the students  

1. Prep students for the story/audio recording by introducing select instruments and 
styles of music through the Prezi. Include vocabulary words/music words. 
2. As students listen to the story/audio recording, have them follow along with a Listening 
Map or create a listening map of their own.  
3. As students are listening to the audio story, project the script and have them follow 
along.You can also project photos from the Prezi of instruments and other images of 
note.  
4. After the listening exercise, ask students to write or talk about their choice of music, 
dance, instruments, or traditions incorporating some of the vocabulary words/ musical 
terms learned. 
 

Prezi Educational Resources 
 
MUSIC 

1.​ Play samples of music from select styles and compare and contrast musical elements. 
What is the same and what is different? 

2.​ Think of all the percussion instruments you know and compare their structure and 
function. 

3.​ Identify and explore various percussion instruments throughout the world. Compare and 
contrast how they are played and how they sound in different music and traditions.   

4.​ Play “drop the needle” with music from the Prezi or audio recording. This could be 
across other Musical Ancestries™ episodes as well. Have students try to identify the 
style, country, or region based on the selected music samples.  

5.​ Have a SCAVENGER HUNT through this episode or across other Musical Ancestries™ 
episodes. Keep it simple, not too detailed. Let the students explore:  

a.​ Find the string, wind, or percussion instruments  
b.​ Find the dances or the festivals/celebrations  
c.​ What other parts of the culture, in addition to music, do you see at 

festivals/celebrations?  
6.​ Find Australian folk songs and teach one to the class. 
7.​ Find a folk story from Australia like this one: How the Sun Was Made. Improvise a 

soundscape, which is a musical tapestry of patterns and sounds to help tell a story.  Use 
a drone, unpitched percussion, and small melodic patterns to help create the sound 
effects for any story or setting.   

8.​ Write stories inspired by a piece of music. Tell students that music can tell a story without 
words. Ask them to close their eyes and listen to a piece of music like this:”Spirit Voice of 

https://www.kullillaart.com.au/dreamtime-stories/How-the-Sun-was-made?srsltid=AfmBOordWHaE6lW2v4clJgJL42Yy1e9WmWPPJsF8YLAAn4p6z_PO1EYT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkzfBWo1jVQ


the Enchanted Water” from the River soundtrack by William Barton. Ask them to think 
about this song as background music to a story and to jot down a few notes like::  

 
●​ What setting do you picture? 
●​ What are the feelings and emotions? 
●​ What kind of character do you imagine in the story, and what are they doing? 
●​ include details about sights, sounds, smells, even flavors and textures that are 

inspired by the music.  
 

Now write it. Remind students to give their story a beginning, a middle, and an ending. 
Share with the class.  

9.​ Go on a nature walk, and connect with nature by either singing, drawing, or journaling. 
10.​How are music and art related?  

 
Elementary school music essential questions: 

1. What is music?  
2. How is this different from sound?  
3. How is rhythm different from a beat?  
4. Why do people listen to music?  
5. Why is music so important to people?  
6. Why is the human voice particularly powerful in music?  
7. What symbols are used to represent different sounds or lack of sound?  
8. What do those symbols mean (from #7)?  
9. How are instruments different from each other?  
 

Middle school music essential questions:  
1. What techniques are needed to perform at a high level with a particular 
instrument?  
2. To what extent is musical performance an act of communication?  
3. Why is consistent practice so important for music performance?  
4. Why is the context of the performance important?  
5. Why are some composers valued more than others?  
6. How do culture and music interact?  
7. Why is listening to a lot of different genres of music valuable for a composer? 
 

High school music essential questions:  
1. How do the other arts, other disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform creating, 
performing, and responding to music?  
2. How does music transcend language?  
3. Why is the context of the performance important?  
4. Why are some composers valued more than others?  
5. How do culture and music interact?  
6. Why is listening to a lot of different genres of music valuable for a composer?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkzfBWo1jVQ


7. How do composers make choices on how they wish to express an idea using 
music? 

 
 
ELA (English Language Arts) Discussion/Journaling Points 

1.​ Have you ever had difficulty communicating with someone due to a language barrier? 
What are some ways that you can communicate without using words? 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

1.​ On what continent will you find this country?   
2.​ Where is this country/region in relation to the USA?  
3.​ Kakadu National Park is one of Australia’s many UNESCO World Heritage Sites. This 

forest has “a cultural or natural heritage considered to be of outstanding value to 
humanity.” Have a Kakadu National Park Scavenger Hunt to discover:  

a.​ What are some of the animals you find there? What are some of the biggest 
ones? The smallest?  

b.​ What is at least one tree that has a name? How big is it? 
c.​ Watch this YouTube video about Kakadu National Park. 

4.​ Compare the climate or seasons in this country or region with a similar climate/season in 
the U.S.  

5.​ Does a country’s position on the globe impact its climate or seasons? 
 
LANGUAGE 
This website has a list of some of the many unique Australian English words and phrases 
geared toward children. Write a few sentences using Australian words and the same sentences 
in your own words.  
 
SCIENCE/ASTRONOMY 
The section on flags includes information about the Southern Cross.  
Here is a link to a study guide for K-10 students about star stories and cultural astronomy of two 
of the Aboriginal tribes. 
 
THE FUTURE 

1.​ Research opportunities to find colleges that offer classes in the music of Australia or any 
other culture of interest.  

 
 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST 
 
Aboriginal Stories: 
 
Birrarung Wilam: A Story from Aboriginal Australia Paperback 
by Aunty Joy Murphy (Author), Andrew Kelly (Author), Lisa Kennedy (Illustrator) 

https://kakadu.gov.au/
https://kakadu.gov.au/discover/nature/animals/
https://kakadu.gov.au/discover/nature/plants/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApG_2q0bqcw
https://www.globetrottinkids.com/speaking-aussie-z-words-phrases/
https://www.globetrottinkids.com/speaking-aussie-z-words-phrases/
http://www.aboriginalastronomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Star-Stories-of-the-Dreaming-Guide.pdf
http://www.aboriginalastronomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Star-Stories-of-the-Dreaming-Guide.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Aunty+Joy+Murphy&text=Aunty+Joy+Murphy&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Kelly/e/B0034OWTQW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&field-author=Lisa+Kennedy&text=Lisa+Kennedy&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


Travel along Melbourne’s twisting Yarra River in a glorious celebration of Indigenous culture and 
Australia’s unique flora and fauna. 
Ages 6-9  

Stories from the Billabong​
by James Vance Marshall illustrated by Francis Firebrace​
Colorful illustrations enhance this collection of ten magical stories from the Yorta-Yorta people, 
one of Australia's aboriginal tribes.​
Ages 5-8  
 
Dreamtime: Aboriginal Stories  
by Oodgeroo Nunukul (Author), Bronwyn Bancroft (Illustrator) 
Australia's most famous Aboriginal writer offers reminiscences of her childhood on Stradboke 
Island off the Queensland coast, communicating her pride in her heritage, and presents a 
collection of traditional Aboriginal folklore.​
Ages: 9-10  

Whale's Canoe: A Folk Tale from Australia (Folk Tales of the World)  
by Joanna Troughton (Author) 
A traditional Aboriginal tale relating how the animals of Australia used Whale's canoe to travel to 
that country from a distant shore​
Ages 3-8  

Welcome To Country: A Traditional Aboriginal Ceremony 
by Aunty Joy Murphy (Author), Lisa Kennedy (Illustrator) 
An Aboriginal ceremony of Welcome to Country is depicted for the first time in a stunning picture 
book from two Indigenous Australians.​
Ages: 5-8 years 

Dirrangun  
by Bronwyn Bancroft (Author) 
Retells two Aboriginal tales of an old woman called Dirrangun and how she tried to control the 
waters, as they were once told by Eustan Williams and Lucy Daley. ​
Grade level 1-2 

General Nonfiction: 
 
G'day from Australia: Let's Learn about Australia, Its People, Places, Foods, Animals, 
Sports, and More! (Countries for Kiddies) 
by C. Manica 
Children’s informative book about Australia​
Ages 5 to 10 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=James+Vance+Marshall&text=James+Vance+Marshall&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Francis+Firebrace&text=Francis+Firebrace&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Oodgeroo+Nunukul&text=Oodgeroo+Nunukul&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Bronwyn+Bancroft&text=Bronwyn+Bancroft&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Joanna-Troughton/e/B001HP07OQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Aunty-Joy-Murphy/e/B0D7D1NP21/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Lisa+Kennedy&text=Lisa+Kennedy&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Bronwyn+Bancroft&text=Bronwyn+Bancroft&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/C-Manica/e/B0BMYKFDLN/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 
Wildly Weird But Totally True: AUSTRALIA: Fun Facts, True Stories and Trivia​
by Seana Smith​
Ages 12 and up 
 
Australia (Enchantment of the World, Second Series)  
by Jean F. Blashfield 
Explores the geography, history, arts, religions, and everyday life of the Land Down Under, also 
called the Lucky Country.​
Ages 9 - 12 

Shapes of Australia 
by Bronwyn Bancroft 
From boulders to bee hives, from mountains to coral, Bronwyn Bancroft explores the shapes 
that form the Australian landscape. In Shapes of Australia, she introduces readers to ways of 
thinking about how shapes are represented in nature.​
Ages 3-5  

Life in the Australian Outback (How Are They Built?) 
by Jann Einfeld  
In the Outback of Australia people lead vastly different lives based on the way they see the 
world. These diverse groups share a remarkable resourcefulness and determination to survive 
and thrive in remote regions of one of the most harsh and inhospitable lands on earth.​
Ages 12 and up 

Food 

Foods of Australia (Taste of Culture) 
by Barbara Sheen  
Describes the regional cuisine of Australia, including traditional and modern dishes, and 
provides recipes for such famous Australian meals as toad-in-the-hole, lamingtons, and damper.​
Ages 10 and up 

Historical fiction 

Things a Map Won't Show You: Stories from Australia and Beyond 
by Pam Macintyre and Susan La Marca  
An unforgettable collection of short fiction, poetry and comic art from Australia and beyond: A 
boy who tries to fly, a cricket game in a refugee centre, a government guide to kissing, the perils 
of hunting goannas, an arranged marriage, an awkward blind date, a girl who stands on her 

https://www.amazon.com/Seana-Smith/e/B0BKVXWNP7/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Jean-F-Blashfield/e/B001IYZB2Y/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Bronwyn-Bancroft/e/B001JP8ANO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Jann-Einfeld/e/B001HCWT1I/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Sheen/e/B001HCZUO6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Pam+Macintyre&text=Pam+Macintyre&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_ebooks_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Susan+La+Marca&text=Susan+La+Marca&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=digital-text


head, an imprisoned king and a cursed Maori stone . . .​
Ages 9-11 
 
Framed!: A Young Boy's Fight to Survive in the Wild Australian Bush 
by M.E. Skeel  
If you are an orphan and sentenced to hang at 15 years old, how far would you go to survive? In 
1828, 8 year old Richard is transported to Australia as a free settler with his convict father 
because his mother is dead. He lives rough on the streets of Sydney until his father is pardoned. 
Together, they begin a new life and open a butcher shop.​
Ages 9-11 
 
The Switherby Pilgrims: A Tale of the Australian Bush (The Switherby Series) 
by Eleanor Spence 
In 1825, concerned for the future of her ten orphan charges in the grim factory towns of their 
native England, Miss Arabella Braithewaite, known to the children as Missabella, decides to 
take a land grant in Australia and makes the long, daunting journey with her wards to the 
austere bush country of New South Wales. 
Ages 9 and up 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/M-E-Skeel/e/B01CVDUXG4/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Eleanor-Spence/e/B001JOX8P0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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